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National Housing and Homelessness Update

• Recent trends in housing costs

• Highlights from the Australian Homelessness Monitor

• Recent AHURI research on homelessness

• Trends in South Australia.
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Housing costs in Australia
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Weighted average

• $7 tn
• 2.55 average 

household size
• $791,000 average 

cost / hh
• $61,000 average 

graduate starting 
salary (1:13)

• 116,000 homeless
• 101,000 increase in 

vacant homes
• 1.09 M total vacant 

homes



Affordability
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Who is affected?
• Not just younger 

households…

• More older people with 
mortgages

• Less likely to get social 
housing

• Around 20% will be in the 
private rental sector 40 
years from now

• Homelessness is 
increasing at a faster rate 
for (55+) than any other 
age group.

Age Group % of homeowners 
with a mortgage

% in private rental

2016 2011 2006 2016 2011 2006

65 years +
14.6 11.9 9.7 7.8 7.0 6.8

60-64
35.6 29.6 22.8 11.9 10.1 9.1

55-59
50.9 45.4 37.2 14.3 12.4 10.7

50-54
63.6 59.1 52.6 17.0 15.0 12.8



Growth in homelessness
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Rough sleeping and other homelessness
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Distribution within Australia
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Correlation with other issues
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Housing assets and homelessness in SA
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Profile of public housing tenants
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Longer term trends
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Acknowledgements (further reading)
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• SA growth in rough sleeping
• Over crowding
• Increase in housing costs more 

modest but
• Polarisation: younger and older 

individuals.


