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PREVENTING HOMELESSNESS            #HomelessnessConference @dondunstanfoundation
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Executive Director, Don Dunstan Foundation 

Adelaide Zero Project Update



• Reminder of what we are trying to do

• Update on the Adelaide Zero Project

• Next Steps



We’re trying to solve a problem…



Simple Problems

Source: Community Solutions, US, 2017



Complicated Problems



Complex Problems



Homelessness a Wicked Problem



We’re trying to understand this problem…
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We’re trying to solve this problem in Adelaide’s inner city…

Source: DHS



We’re trying to break up this problem…



Achievements…



Connections Week…

2018 2019







Source: Collaboration for Impact, 2018



The biggest achievement  - 183 housing placements! 





Not just a housing issue…

82
%

Mental Health 

Issues

76
%

Physical Health 

Issues

79
%

Substance Abuse

Issues

*as at July 2019

With a combination of 
physical, mental and 
substance use issues

54
%



What we found…



54
%

had been sleeping rough

for more than 2 years *

27
%

had been sleeping rough

for less than 1 year *

71
%

Male

23
%

Female

6
%

Not Stated

Gender

Figures are based on 2019 Connections Week Data. * figures are based on the July 2019 by name list analysis

59
%

people reporting they lack daily 

meaningful activity while sleeping 

rough



Prevention is half the challenge…

• Since connections week last year we have 
• housed 183 people

• 384 new people have been identified at sleeping rough



Next Steps …



Next Steps – A National Campaign…




