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Welcome

The Hon. Rev. Dr Lynn Arnold AO
Chairperson, Board of Directors, Don Dunstan Foundation 
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Welcome to Country

Rosemary Wanganeen
Chief Executive Officer Australian Institute for Loss and Grief



KAURNA  GROUP WELCOME

“Naa marni?”

Which means: “Are you all well?”   

MarneyNaa

Which sounds a bit like: No money



(c) Australian Institute for Loss and Grief P/L   E: 
rosemary@lossandgrief.com.au

Marney ard lu

:Which means:    We’re all well or fantastic or deadly!     

Marney - ard - lu’!You respond with:



Naa marni?   



Tandanya is the Kaurna word  for ‘place of the 
red kangaroo’.



Adelaide

Traditional Kaurna Country (approx.)

Port Wakefield
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MC Session One

The Hon. Rev. Dr Lynn Arnold AO
Chairperson, Don Dunstan Foundation 
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Opening Address

Sandy Verschoor
The Right Honourable The Lord Mayor of Adelaide
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Opening Address

The Hon. Michelle Lensink MLC
Minister for Human Services
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David Pearson
Executive Director, Don Dunstan Foundation 

Adelaide Zero Project Update



• Reminder of what we are trying to do

• Update on the Adelaide Zero Project

• Next Steps



We’re trying to solve a problem…



Simple Problems

Source: Community Solutions, US, 2017



Complicated Problems



Complex Problems



Homelessness a Wicked Problem



We’re trying to understand this problem…

Problems Approach

Simple

Complicated

Initiatives / Programs

Complex

Wicked

Systems Change / 

Collective Impact



We’re trying to solve this problem in Adelaide’s inner city…

Source: DHS



We’re trying to break up this problem…



Achievements…



Connections Week…

2018 2019







Source: Collaboration for Impact, 2018



The biggest achievement  - 183 housing placements! 





Not just a housing issue…

82
%

Mental Health 

Issues

76
%

Physical Health 

Issues

79
%

Substance Abuse

Issues

*as at July 2019

With a combination of 
physical, mental and 
substance use issues

54
%



What we found…



54
%

had been sleeping rough

for more than 2 years *

27
%

had been sleeping rough

for less than 1 year *

71
%

Male

23
%

Female

6
%

Not Stated

Gender

Figures are based on 2019 Connections Week Data. * figures are based on the July 2019 by name list analysis

59
%

people reporting they lack daily 

meaningful activity while sleeping 

rough



Prevention is half the challenge…

• Since connections week last year we have 
• housed 183 people

• 384 new people have been identified at sleeping rough



Next Steps …



Next Steps – A National Campaign…
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Group Photo

Join together for this photo to promote 

Raising the Rate
of Newstart and other payments to help 

reduce poverty.
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Brought to you by

Morning Tea
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MC Session Two

Peter Sandeman
Chief Executive Officer, AnglicareSA
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Lived Experience Video

HoMie: A Streetwear Clothing Social 

Enterprise Supporting Homelessness
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Brought to you by

National Update

Professor Chris Leishman
Centre for Housing, Urban and Regional Planning, University of Adelaide

National Update on Homelessness and Housing



National housing and homelessness update

Professor Chris Leishman
- Centre for Housing, Urban and Regional Planning
- Hugo Centre for Migration and Population Research
- University of Adelaide AHURI Research Centre



National Housing and Homelessness Update

• Recent trends in housing costs

• Highlights from the Australian Homelessness Monitor

• Recent AHURI research on homelessness

• Trends in South Australia.

University of Adelaide 45



Housing costs in Australia

University of Adelaide 46
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Sydney

Melbourne

Brisbane

Adelaide

Perth

Hobart

Darwin

Canberra

Weighted average

• $7 tn
• 2.55 average 

household size
• $791,000 average cost 

/ hh
• $61,000 average 

graduate starting 
salary (1:13)

• 116,000 homeless
• 101,000 increase in 

vacant homes
• 1.09 M total vacant 

homes



Affordability
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Who is affected?
• Not just younger 

households…

• More older people with 
mortgages

• Less likely to get social 
housing

• Around 20% will be in the 
private rental sector 40 
years from now

• Homelessness is increasing 
at a faster rate for (55+) 
than any other age group.

Age Group % of homeowners 
with a mortgage

% in private rental

2016 2011 2006 2016 2011 2006

65 years +
14.6 11.9 9.7 7.8 7.0 6.8

60-64
35.6 29.6 22.8 11.9 10.1 9.1

55-59
50.9 45.4 37.2 14.3 12.4 10.7

50-54
63.6 59.1 52.6 17.0 15.0 12.8



Growth in homelessness
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Rough sleeping and other homelessness

University of Adelaide 50



Distribution within Australia
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Correlation with other issues
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Housing assets and homelessness in SA
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Profile of public housing tenants

University of Adelaide 56



Longer term trends

University of Adelaide 57



Acknowledgements (further reading)

University of Adelaide 58

• SA growth in rough sleeping
• Over crowding
• Increase in housing costs more 

modest but
• Polarisation: younger and older 

individuals.
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Brought to you by

Keynote Address

Dr John Falzon
Per Capita

Economic Lies and Homelessness: A Positive Spin?
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Mini-Presentations

Choose three presentations to attend.

Each runs for 20 minutes. 

Refer to the Digital Program for a 

list of topics/presenters.
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Brought to you by

Lunch
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MC Session Three

Louise Miller Frost
Chief Executive Officer, Catherine House
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Lived Experience Video

On my Feet: Exercise Groups and 

Programs Creating Pathways to Self-

sufficiency and Improved Wellbeing



Click to edit Master subtitle style

Lived Experience Video
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Brought to you by

Panel

Building Links to Break the Cycle: How Hospitals and 

Community Services Can Work Together to Improve Health 

Outcomes for the Homeless

Facilitator: Jack Snelling

Speakers: Dr Amanda Stafford, Royal Perth Hospital (AUS) 

Lisa Bartholomaeus, Hospital Avoidance Team

Kim Holmes, SA State Manager, Neami National 
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Brought to you by

Keynote Address

Going Downstream to get upstream:

Thoughts on Using By-Name List Data to Understand and Reduce Inflow

Leslie WiseJake Maguire

Community Solutions (USA)
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Mini-Discussions

Adelaide Zero Project Updates
Choose three discussions to attend. Each runs for 20 

minutes. Refer to the Digital Program for a 

list of topics/presenters.

PLEASE TAKE ALL ITEMS WITH YOU!

The rooms are being rearranged 

directly after these Mini-Discussions
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Brought to you by

Afternoon Tea
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Conference Address

Nat Cook MP 
Shadow Minister for Human Services 

IN FOYER


