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The pros and cons of letting our data all hang out
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Homeless Australia

Homelessness is on the rise in Australia. Some 116,400 Australians are without a home — the
highest number since the census began estimating the preval of homel

The latest figures show that despite ined ic growth in lia, homel has
continued to rise, with a 14 per cent increase in the number of homeless people since 2011.

The increase cannot be pinned on population growth alone — the rate of homelessness has also
increased, from 47.6 people per 10,000 Australians in 2011 to 49.8 in 2016.
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I is most among young Australians — 58 per cent of homeless people are

aged 34 or younger, while only 46 per cent of all Australians fall within that demographic.

Indigenous Australians also remain vastly overrepresented. Despite making up less than 3 per
cent of the Australian population, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders account for 20 per cent
of the homeless population.

Most ly, I less A lians reside in ly ded dwellings, where nearly
half (44 per cent) seek shelter. One in every 14 homeless people lives on the street.

NSW has both the larpest and fastest prowing homeless population; there was a 37 per cent
increase in the number of homeless people in the five years to 2016, and a 27 per cent increase in

the rate of homelessness.
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MIGRANTS

‘ -~ People born overscas make up 28 per cent of Australia’s population, but account for almost half
[ of homeless numbers (46 per cent). There’s been a 40 per cent increase in the number of
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Structured Inequality

Does the United States Federal Interstate System bring us together or keep
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Early Intervention Research Directorate
Data analysis — a multidisciplinary approach to system reform

Government Partners:

- Early Intervention Research Directorate — lead agency for research program
- Office for Data Analytics — data sharing infrastructure

- Other Departments — Child Protection, Education, Health, etc.

Research Partners:

- BetterStart, University of Adelaide — epidemiology

- Australian Centre for Child Protection — case file reviews

- Post-doctoral fellowships (UniSA, Flinders, Adelaide)

Co-Design:

- Practitioners and people with lived experience
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CHALLENGES

* Making the case that using data is an opportunity not a threat
» History of data use in welfare sector
* Reconciling population-level analysis and practitioner experience

e Data capture - structured vs unstructured

OPPORTUNITIES

e Deliver measurable outcomes that matter for our clients
* System planning using population-level data, rather than samples/survey

* Ability to identify and respond to trends

* Clearer business case for service reform
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How do we use data to drive policy in Adelaide?
Are there times when data should not be shared?

What is the cost of not sharing data?
What are some of the key ethics and data sharing issues?
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Thank you Panel attendees.

Please make your way to the lectern
In the foyer.
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Post Conference Drinks

© Bendigo Bank

Brought to you by Bigger than a bank.
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Thank you to our sponsors

#HomelessnessConference @dondunstanfoundation
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Conference resources will be posted on our website at dunstan.org.au




