
Minister for Community Welfare and 

Minister for Aboriginal Affairs and Pre-

mier.  

But the 1970s are now a long time ago 

and the people who remember Don 

and those vibrant times are moving on. 

This presents a challenge to the Foun-

dation.  How do we keep his ideals 

alive? What are the things we need to 

do?  

These are the questions we are asking. 

The answers, where possible, are start-

ing to show up in the Strategic Plan.  

The Don Dunstan 

Foundation is a 

small organisation 

with supporters 

who donate time, 

money, artefacts 

and other sup-

port.  

Many of the Foun-

dationõs support-

ers are intensely loyal to the mem-

ory of Don Dunstan and always 

happy to discuss their memories of 

him. So many have a story that illus-

trates his charisma, courage, lead-

ership, passion for causes, his 

achievements as Attorney -General, 
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From the Chair of Trustees ñ Greg Crafter  

What noble forces weõve been 

blessed with in the launch of the 

DDF 750x200 Campaign!  My deep-

est and heartfelt thanks to all of you 

who have generously contributed to 

raising over $20,000 in just 4 months!  

Such a great start to this grand 3 -

year campaign.  As a small Founda-

tion we exist on the generosity of our 

donors and this support, along with 

the funds raised at our events this 

year, has made a substantial contri-

bution to attracting the $102K we 

have received from the State Gov-

ernment so far.  

At the Don Dunstan Foundation we 

run the organisation on a shoe string 

budget and maximise the opportu-

nity for our donor funds to go directly 

into the running of projects and re-

search.  The funding of two full -time 

staff positions by 2 of our key spon-

sors, the State Government and The 

University of Adelaide, greatly assists 

us in pursuing this goal.  The addi-

tional support we are receiving from 

Flinders University is greatly appreci-

ated.  

The 2-year Strategic Plan is now in its 

final stages of development and spe-

cifically outlines the projects we 

would like to drive in 2010 -12.  I en-

courage you to make yourselves fa-

miliar with the draft plan and to par-

ticipate in the feedback process as 

Claire outlines in her report.  



Cup of tea and a bis-

cuit?  

Thinking é.. Doing é.. 

Supporting  

 

A new Strategic Plan is 

being developed.  It will 

be a document that will 

tell us where we want 

to put our energy over the next one -three years. It 

recognises that we are a tiny organisation ð 2.5 

equivalent full time staff ð so a lot of thought has 

gone into how to multiply our efforts.  

In talking with as many people as possible, the 

key questions have been: Where should the DDF 

make a big impact? How can the DDF have a 

big impact?  How can the DDF interpret your 

wishes and spend the money you donate in the 

way you wish?  

The structure of the plan at this stage is:  

Thinking about social justice é.. the world, Austra-

lia, South Australia.  

This is done through our public events.  

Doing research and projects é.. to clarify our 

thinking, or to validate our thinking before we try 

to influence policy direction, then working to in-

fluence public policy.  

Supporting social justice é.. when we canõt do 

the work ourselves, we try to raise funds for pro-

jects our members would like us to support.  

If you would like to speak to me about this, 

please feel free to call me on 8303 6247.  

If you would like to meet to discuss the plan with 

other supporters, I have scheduled a meeting on 

Thursday 1st October 2009 .  Please come and 

join us for a cup of tea and a biscuit and help us 

do some good thinking about the DDFõs efforts 

for social justice.  

Thursday, 1st October 2009  

11.00 am ð 12.30 pm  

Board Room, Level 4, 230 North Tce, Adelaide  

 

For catering purposes, please RSVP to Louisa on 

8303 3364. 

From the Executive Director ñ Claire Bossley  

From the Chair ñ Bill Cossey (continued)  

If you look at the Executive Directorõs report, be-

low, you will see those questions being addressed. 

Meanwhile we keep Donõs vision to the forefront 

and adapt to current and predicted circum-

stances.  

For example, Don did not identify the environ-

ment as one of his key values in guiding the set -

up of his Foundation, but we think that now he 

would have spoken very strongly of the need to 

protect the planet from the threats that we are 

now seeing.  We are confident that Don would 

now want the Foundation to include the environ-

ment in our program because Don was always a 

progressive thinker, and a deep thinker.  

Many of you attended the Dunstan Dialogue ñ 

Environment that focussed on our water crisis.  We 

will conduct three more Dunstan Dialogues in the 

next 12 months with a focus on the environment. 

We hope you will contribute to the dialogue and 

that together we do what we can to help save 

the planet.  

 

Dunstan Dialogue ñ Environment  

òPower and the Peopleó 

Wednesday 11 November 2009  

Union Hall, The University of Adelaide  

5.30pmñ7.00pm  

Gold Coin Donation         

Professor Mike Young  

Research Chair  

 

Water Economics & 

Management  

School of Earth and  

Environmental Sciences  

University of Adelaide  



tin and Dexter Dunphy have 

agreed to take part.  

The second of the Dunstan 

Dialogues ñ Environment is 

scheduled for 11th November 

2009 and will help us to think 

through which source or 

sources of power we would 

prefer in our environment for 

the foreseeable future.  Pro-

fessor Mike Young of the 

Adelaide University Environ-

ment Institute leads those 

dialogues and is partnering 

with the Don Dunstan Foun-

dation and the Australian 

Fabians to bring together key 

thinkers on key issues.  

T h e  n e x t  D u n s t a n 

(Environment) Dialogue will 

bring together key thinkers on 

the various ôsolutionsõ that are 

promoted as the means of 

providing for our power needs with-

out heating the planet further. Are 

the ideas all good? All bad? Do 

some have more merit than others? 

Are there new technologies that 

may come to our rescue?  

 

Most of the issues we face in 

the DDF are too important 

for ôtis ð ôtisnõt, win/lose de-

bates that allow a bit of 

point scoring but not much 

more. Weõve decided that 

we need dialogue to un-

cover the best features of 

policy thinking, to under-

stand the risks inherent in a 

course of action, to develop 

a common cause and to 

work towards influencing 

policy development.  

To this end we have estab-

lished the Dunstan Dia-

logues.  

The next one will be the an-

nual leadership dialogue, 

moderated by Phillip Adams 

and will be on the theme of 

òThe Gift of Lousy Timesó. 

Annabel Crabb, Clare Mar-

Dunstan Environment Diagloues ñ 18/06/09  

Profile of the Queensland Chapter  

for youth homelessness/young par-

ent support, and will raise funds via 

a book auction.  

Famous Australians are being 

asked to select a book that has a 

particular personal significance, 

sign the book and write a note to  

explain why this book is special to 

them.  

To date we have had some won-

derful book gifts signed by distin-

guished Australians so a successful 

auction seems assured.  

Prior to the auction, weõll post the 

list of books on the DDF website, 

should you wish to bid.  

 

The Don Dunstan Founda-

tion has a hard working, fun 

loving, dedicated and 

amazing Chapter in Queen-

sland.  

Last year the Queensland 

Chapter raised around 

$110,000 through a fundrais-

ing lunch. The money has 

been split between support-

ing an Aboriginal Literacy 

program through the Fred 

Hollows Foundation, Youth 

Homelessness, and a Tom 

Burns History project.  

This year the Chapter is 

working to raise funds again 

for Aboriginal literacy and 

 

 Upcoming Events : 

 
  29/9/09  

  UNIFEM Film Night 

  - Hunger: the Silent Killer  

 
  30/09/09  

  Professor John Quiggin  

  - Beyond the Economic  

      Crisis 

 
  01/10/09  

  Tea & Biscuits  

  - Comments on Strategic  

     Plan 

 
  07/10/09  

  Dunstan Dialogue - 

    Leadership  

  - The Gift of Lousy Times  

 
  04/11/09  

  Book Launch  

  - State of South Australia  

    From Crisis to Prosperity?  

 
  11/11/09  

  Dunstan Dialogue - 

    Environment  

  -  Power and the People  
 

Do we have the right email address for you?    

If not, send an email to Edwin at edwin.relf@adelaide.edu.au .   

We are regularly sharing information via email about our upcom-

ing events and projects ð are you in the loop?  

mailto:edwin.relf@adelaide.edu.au


The 4th of November 2010 will mark the 35th an-

niversary of the passing of the first Equal Oppor-

tunity legislation in Australia.  The anniversary will 

spark many wonderful memories for those of us 

who were promoting change in those days.  

Next year, on that day, weõre planning a huge 

celebration, probably over an inexpensive lunch, 

to look back on the hopes and dreams of that 

time, to look at what has been achieved and to 

think about what still needs to be done.  

Weõre hoping to connect with younger women 

(who see things in a different light) and to sym-

bolically hand the baton from the ôoldõ feminists 

to the young women of today.  

It will be a fabulous occasion.  If it resonates with 

you; please consider helping us to organising it.  

It will be a lot of fun.  

We hope youõll join us on 4 November 2010.  Stay 

in touch!  

Lowitja OõDonoghue Oration ñ 28/05/09  

The audience of the 2009 Lowitja O'Donoghue 

Oration was honoured to hear two outstanding 

speakers, Dr Jackie Huggins AM and the Hon 

Fred Chaney AO.  Addressing the topic "Bringing 

Black and White Australians Together", they 

each spoke with great potency and deep re-

spect for one another and the desire for recon-

ciliation. Our speakers were very well received 

by an audience of some 200 attendees, and 

the atmosphere enhanced by the Oration tradi-

tion of singing from the CASM choir.  The 2009 

event was also well attended by various notable 

community representatives including the Gover-

nor of South Australia and Mrs Scarce and the 

Hon Jay Weatherill MP, State Minister for Indige-

nous Affairs.  

35th Anniv. of the Passing of Womenõs 

First Equal Opportunity Legislation  

Fred Chaney, Lowitja OõDonoghue & Jackie Huggins 

Volunteer Network  

We would like to take this opportunity to thank our 

wonderful volunteers for their time in assisting the 

Foundation.  

A special thank you to:  

George Lewkowicz, Vince Curro, Vivian Curro, 

Felicity Morgan, Richard Smith, Claire Parker and 

all those whose assist from AISR and GISCA.  

From time to time the Foundation needs help with 

our large mail outs and setting up of events which 

may include ushering, door register greetings.  

We also need help for web searches and list build-

ing.  Should you be interested in volunteering your 

time, please call  Louisa Santucci on 8303 3364.  

We would love to hear from you!  

For copies of the Oration transcripts, 

please visit our website at 

www.dunstan.org.au  

CASM Choir from the 2009 Lowitja OõDonoghue  

Oration  


