
It is with a sense of some considerable awe that I write my first 'From the Chair' piece. I say this 

because of the privilege I have been accorded by being asked to be Chair of Trustees of the 

Don Dunstan Foundation; and also because of the fact that I follow the foundational work Greg 

Crafter has done in this role over the previous ten years since the establishment of the DDF.  

 

As a teenager, I recall how impressed I was with the young and outspoken Shadow Attorney 

General whose words always provided a comfortable society to look beyond itself to the injus-

tices that were the forced inheritance of so many in our society. And later, as an anti -war activ-

ist, I had my first chance to meet Don, then Leader of the Opposition and shortly afterwards Pre-

mier.  

 

Later still, privileged to be pre -selected to the House of Assembly, I looked forward to being a member of a Cau-

cus and a government led by Don.  His premature retirement prevented that from being the way things worked 

out but, as a new MP, I was conscious of just how significant were the permanent changes that Don had wrought 

in this state's body politic and in community thinking. Near the other end of my parliamentary career, Don would 

graciously accept my invitations to give me his counsel during my time as Premier.  

 

As I think back on these episodes, I realise that the hallmark of Don's contribution was his capacity to do much 

more than just react to a contemporary society and its serial crises; he could see possibilities in futures that others 

believed were unattainable - he could make idealism practical.  So it is only natural that the task of the Don Dun-

stan Foundation is "to inspire Australians with the wish, the judgement and the ability to influence decisions in fa-

vour of a fair, just and inclusive society."  

 

Looking at the past and current work of the Foundation and reading the Strategic Plan for the future, I am in-

spired to see how Don's spirit of making idealism practical is so much at the core of what the Foundation aspires 

to achieve.  

 

I am looking forward to meeting members and supporters of the Don Dunstan Foundation at the special event on 

April 30 when we will thank Greg Crafter for his wonderful efforts over these past ten years since the Foundation's 

establishment, and also launch the new Strategic Plan.  
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Upcoming Event 

Join us to farewell the Hon Greg Crafter AO as past Chair, 

to welcome the Hon Dr Lynn Arnold AO  

and 

                   to launch the Foundationôs New Strategic Plan 
 

    When:   Friday, 30th April 2010  

    Where:   Bonython Hall, The University of Adelaide  

    Time:  5.30 pm til 8.00 pm  

    Cost:   $17.50  

Bookings Essential:  

On -line at:  www.mybookingmanager.com/programlaunch (preferred booking method)  

Telephone:  Louisa on 8303 3364 (for credit card processing)  

Postage:  Send a cheque with details to: Don Dunstan Foundation , L4, 230 North Tce, Adelaide SA 5000  

 From Billõs Board 

2009 finished on an excellent note.  

In late November a joint meeting of 

the Trustees and the Board discussed 

the past ten years of the Don Dun-

stan Foundation, and looked to the 

next ten years.  

The Trustees were pleased to note 

the improvement in funds to support 

the Foundation thanks to your generous donations and 

augmented by the generous 2:1 matching funds from 

the Government.  In total, $221,187 was achieved in 

these donations last year.  

The Governmentõs 2:1 agreement is available this year 

and next.  2011 will be the final year of this agreement.  

Of note, now that we are into the second decade of the 

Don Dunstan Foundation, is the fact that many of the 

early supporters have died or grown to the stage where 

they wish the next generations to drive social reform.  First 

those new generations need to connect with the works 

of Don Dunstan and the values of the Foundation as  

many in the new generations have not yet heard of the 

works of Don Dunstan.  

Fortunately, this connecting with younger generations is 

not proving to be a difficult task because the values so 

clearly expressed by Don Dunstan resonate powerfully 

with many young people today.  

Valuing cultural diversity, the freedom of individuals to 

control their lives, a just distribution of global wealth, 

democratic and inclusive forms of governance and 

the protection of human rights ð including those of 

Australiaõs Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island citizens - 

are all as important now as they were when they 

were laid down for the Foundation by Don Dunstan 

shortly before he died.  

The defining characteristic of these values is that they 

require courage to put into action.  Thus, the new 

members of the Foundation will require a commit-

ment to a fair and just society and will need to take 

action when they see a need for change.  

With this in mind, the Foundation has built a program 

for the next three years. The program will be 

launched on 30 April 2010 in an event that will also 

farewell our past Chair, The Hon Greg Crafter, and 

introduce the new Chair, The Hon Dr Lynn Arnold.  

Weõll be in touch with you and will hope you can at-

tend our function.  See below for further details.  

Annual Report  
 

If you would like a copy of the 

Annual Report, it is available  

on -line at www.dunstan.org.au  

or it can be sent to you. Please 

contact Louisa Santucci or  

Claire Bossley on 8303 3364.  

 Gregõs Farewell and Launch of Strategic Plan 

http://www.dunstan.org.au


Our team has now worked together for just over a year. Like all teams we have put time into 

working out where our talents are best placed.  

We also have a wonderful loyal and flexible group of volunteers without whom we could not 

operate ð also a part of our team; and Seb, our òYoung and Awesomeó researcher (see in-

sert). 

The Strategic Plan (to be launched on 30 April) is not waiting for a party to get it under way 

but is already in its early stages of implementation. There is still plenty of scope for change, 

refinement and new additions (subject to funds), and your views will be important to us.  

Two of the four key program areas include:  

¶ Empowering Aboriginal social services so they may employ greater numbers of Aboriginal people.  

¶ Linking researchers in South Australiaõs universities who are focussed on refugee matters with representatives of 

Adelaideõs people of refugee background.  The intention is pull together all the strands of information that 

might speed the settlement of new humanitarian arrivals and hasten their ability to contribute the cultural rich-

ness they bring with them.  

 

4 November 2010: 35 Years since the passing of Australiaõs first Sex Discrimination Bill.  Details to be announced at 

a later date.  

 From the Executive Director ð Claire Bossley  

 DDF Finances 

How much is enough?  

You will be all too familiar with the Don Dunstan Foundation's appeals to you for support for its programs.  You will 

also see from the Chair of the Board's report that over $220,000 has been received in donations in recent times.  

Obviously, the higher the level of funds the Foundation receives, the greater the scope of work it can accomplish, 

so all donations are gladly received. But how much do we try to work with?  

An examination of the balance sheet over the past ten years shows:  

The Foundation ended the financial year 2001 with a balance of $403,000 and it ended the financial year in 2008 

(the last available audited period) with a balance of $119,500.  

This decline in funds reflected the Board and Trusteesõ view that the Foundation does not exist to be financially 

comfortable. It has a focus on achieving improvements for those experiencing disadvantage and will undertake 

projects to achieve that goal. Sometimes the funding becomes a bit precarious : the investment fund was hard hit 

in the global financial crisis times, for example, but the work will not stop. We keep fundraising and we keep work-

ing.  

The Foundation is very fortunate to have the supporters it has and now, thanks to you, the Government, and the 

University partners (and some thanks to the improving economy), the consolidated fund is starting to recover. The 

balance sheet as of this month is nearing $300,000.  This base will allow the Foundation to continue operations and 

we have a very full plan of events and projects to work on.  

We hope you will come to the event of 30 April.  Weõll be talking about how the Foundation is working to get the 

best possible value from the funds you so loyally donate, and the things the funds will be enabling us to do . 

We, in the Foundation, are very grateful to you and work hard to honour your trust.  

Claire  



 Dunstan Treasures  

The Don Dunstan Foundation is working to connect a 

range of eminent South Australians who helped shape 

the political, legal, artistic or medical landscape of the 

State to young people who will carry on the tradition of 

effecting positive social change.  

Weõre calling these older citizens the òDunstan Treas-

uresó: they are treasured for the contribution they 

made, and also because they are still around and able 

to link todayõs young students to important aspects of 

the Stateõs social history. 

On Friday 5 March, Mr Elliott Johnston QC spoke with 

nine young law students on the law as he practised it 

and as they view it.  It was a fascinating discussion, fa-

cilitated by Professors Rick Sarre of UniSA, John Williams 

of University of Adelaide, and Ms Deslie Billich of Flinders 

University. 

For those of you who have never met Elliott, The Johns-

ton Withers website, in its salute to Elliott on his 90 th birth-

day, wrote as follows:  

òé. at the 2007 Adelaide Festival of Ideas (which was 

dedicated to Elliott) the following words of the current 

Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of South Australia, 

Chief Justice Doyle are noteworthyó 

"During his lifetime in the law, as a practitioner, as a 

judge, and as a former judge, Elliott Johnston has 

striven to realise the aspiration and value that is ex-

pressed in the judicial oath to do right to all manner of 

people according to law, without fear or affection, 

favour or ill will."  

"He is and has been recognised as a leader in this re-

spect. He has led by unassuming but powerful exam-

ple. The example was given by his determination and 

commitment, by sheer hard work, and by the values 

that he espoused (in actions more than in words)."  

"People like Elliott Johnston are few and far between. 

They leave their mark in what they do. But, more impor-

tantly, and certainly in Elliott Johnston's case, they 

leave their mark by the impact that they have on 

those whom they may encounter along the way."  

"Elliott Johnston's example has encouraged many law-

yers, and others, to strive to implement the values that 

he espoused. It may be that this is his real gift to us: the 

influence that his example has had on others, encour-

aging them to follow in his path."  

http://www.johnstonwithers.com.au/eJohnston.asp  

All who attended this seminar felt uplifted by the occa-

sion. 

 The Queensland Chapter  

 

 

 

The Queensland Chapter of the Don Dunstan Foundation intends to hold an auction of the book donations of al-

most 100 authors, actors, politicians and other well -known Australians who were asked to donate their favourite or 

most inspirational book for auction to raise funds for the  Fred Hollows Indigenous Literacy Program  and 

the  Brisbane Youth Service . 

The list of book donors reads like a Whoõs Who of Australiaõs political and artistic citizens.  

Some notable South Australians have also donated books. Premier Mike Rann, former Premiers Hons John Olsen, 

Dean Brown, Lynn Arnold and John Bannon have donated, as has each of South Australiaõs living Governors: His 

Excellency Rear Admiral Kevin Scarce, Ms Marjorie Jackson -Nelson and Sir Eric Neal.  

Maggie Beer, Hugh Stretton,  Mark Williams, Scott Hicks, Robyn Archer AO, Phillip Adams have all donated.  

Each book carries an inscription from its donor explaining why they love the book, how it inspired them, or why 

they recommend it to others.  The books were to be auctioned in an event on 25 March but this date proved un-

workable so it will be rescheduled for later in the year, and promises to be an excellent event.  

Celebrity Book Auction 

http://www.johnstonwithers.com.au/eJohnston.asp
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The Don Dunstan Foundation gratefully acknowledges the generous ongoing support from Subscribers and Do-

nors.  It also relies on the support of organisations within both the public and private sector to continue its work.  

There are three ways in which you can support the foundation financially; become a subscriber, make a gift 

through a donation or pledge, or make a bequest.  You can also support us by attending our fundraising events 

throughout the year.  Annual Subscription Fees are:  $45.00 for Household and $35.00 for Individuals.  

If you would like to speak with someone directly, please call the office on 8303 3364 or alternatively please visit 

our website at www.dunstan.org.au for relevant forms and information.  

Louisa Santucci on 8303 3364 or e -mail Louisa at louisa.santucci@adelaide.edu.au.  

 Supporting the Foundation  

 Young and Awesome - Sebastian Geers (pictured)  

The Young and Awesome project is underway with youthful enthusiasm the order of the day. 

The goal of this event is to showcase outstanding young people with the hope of inspiring high 

school students with the wish and the knowledge to make the world a better place. It will fea-

ture a mix of individuals and youth -run organisations that have made the world a better place. 

These outstanding young people will present to high school students to show them what is pos-

sible and hopefully inspire the next generation of world changers.  

Youth -run organisations will be present to allow students to immediately sign up and find a way 

in which they can have an impact on the world. These organisations will include The United 

Nations Youth Association, The Oaktree Foundation, Stir, and Australian Youth Climate Coali-

tion. Lesser known organisations such as Insight, which is run by the medicine students at the University of Adelaide, 

will also feature.  The DDF will work with the Young Australian of the Year Awards team to develop this showcase.  

Below is just one of the exciting youth run organisations lined up for the Young and Awesome project.  

Insight  - Insight has three aims: to raise awareness and understanding of global health issues; to provide students 

with opportunities for active involvement within Australia and overseas; and to raise funds for charitable projects.  

It has raised thousands of dollars for medical aid and had an influence in more than eight countries including: 

Papua New Guinea, Cambodia, Tibet, India, Ethiopia, Ghana, Burma and Tunisia. Co -chair Madeleine Gill says 

òInsight offers students opportunities to gain valuable medical and cultural experiences while empowering them 

to take an active role in the fight for health equality around the world.ó  Education is Insightõs primary focus, as Gill 

states òWe see education as the fundamental step in creating a generation of heath professionals who are pas-

sionate about, and equipped to tackle, the health inequalities plaguing our world.ó  

Stay tuned for future updates on  the project and the exciting young people who will be showcased in our event.  

 Dunstan Leadership Dialogue  

Join us on 13 October for the second of the Dunstan Leadership Dialogues ð to be held once again in the grand 

atmosphere of Elder Hall with our host of great note, Phillip Adams AO and once again featuring high profile jour-

nalist and political commentator, Annabel Crabb.  Joining Annabel will be prize -winning author, Nicolas Rothwell 

and Chief Editor of The Adelaide Review, Luke Stegemann.  

The topic for reflection this year is ôTruth & Lies in Public Life:  the relationship between the media, mass culture and 

the new mediaõ.  Drawing from perspectives on both the inside and outside of the media, this dialogue will pro-

vide a great medium for examining the role of spin in our modern society.  

More information to follow.  



 

The printing of this Newsletter is donated by LANE Print & Post, 101 Mooringie Avenue, Camden Park SA 5038.  

Call Dean De Cesare on 8179 9911 or 0418 998 832 for your next Offset, Digital Print or Mailing Project . 

 2010 Lowitja OõDonoghue Oration 

Upcoming Event 

Join us for the annual 

Lowitja OôDonoghue Oration 
 

Theme:  òWalking Together on the Journey of Healingó 

Guest Speaker:   Mr Ray Martin AM  

 

    When:   Wednesday, 2nd June 2010  

    Where:   Bonython Hall, The University of Adelaide  

    Time:  7.00 pm til 8.30 pm  

    Costs:  $25.00 General or $17.50 DDF Subscriber/Concession  

Bookings Essential:  

On -line at:  www.mybookingmanager.com/2010LODOration (preferred booking method)  

Telephone:  Louisa on 8303 3364 (for credit card processing)  

Postage:  Send a cheque with details to: Don Dunstan Foundation , L4, 230 North Tce, Adelaide SA 5000  

 Refugee Social Dialogue - ôNever Forgetõ 

Learning about and improving the refugee experience in South Australia is high on 

the agenda for the Don Dunstan Foundation in 2010.  In March, at the first in a se-

ries of events and projects focussed around communities of refugee background, 

the Don Dunstan Foundation and Flinders Universityõs Migrant and Refugee Re-

search Cluster (MARRC) jointly hosted the inaugural Dunstan Social Dialogue, òA 

part of, and apart from:  Refugee Youth Experience in Australia .ó  Emceed with 

commitment and good humour by the warm and engaging, Greg Mackie AM, 

the evening featured a short film written, produced and directed by emerging film 

maker, Yasmin Ernst and starring 22 -year -old Sudanese Flinders Law student, Stepan Tongun.  

Following the film screening, Greg conducted an interview and discussion with a panel of vibrant young people:  

Film-maker, Yasmin Ernst; feature actor & law student, Stepan Tongun, and Khadija Gbla, Channel 9 Young 

Achiever of the Year and one of the passionate leaders of the African community.  Stepan and Khadija shared 

their first hand experiences of arriving in Australia from Africa, and many of the common challenges they and 

their friends and family have experienced as refugee peoples in the South Australian community.  

The audience engaged enthusiastically and discussions on a broad range of issues could have extended long 

into the night had we been blessed with the luxury of time!  So many individuals and community organisations are 

taking action to provide a sense of community for those who arrive on our shores from other, less fortunate socie-

ties.  This event provided a small opportunity to highlight a number of the real needs for support services in the 

refugee community.  

It was a pleasure to collaborate with Flinders University MARRC on this first Social Dialogue event.  

Generous donations from the evening will go toward the DDFõs SA Refugee Re-

search Capability Project, a joint project with the three South Australian Universi-

ties, which aims to map all South Australian research on refugee matters and to 

bring together researchers, community services and government representatives.  

Together these groups will develop powerful strategies for facilitating the rapid 

and positive settlement of people of refugee backgrounds in South Australia.  


